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Abstract (en)
The invention provides for control of access to data which is stored in an electronic data storage device (18) and enables various types of
permissions to be set for determining access to the stored data such that, if an attempt is made to access particular data which does not have a
suitable permission type, access is denied. It is implemented as an access control device (16), such as a chip, which controls all access to the data
storage device (18). This implementation is adopted since such electronic devices are more difficult to "hack" for access by an unauthorized user.
The invention has a number of different utilizations, such as for controlling access to credit card information; for identifying a user according to a PIN
or other identification information; for controlling access to a particular location according to the identity of the user; and for controlling access to
various types of data files, such as music files in theMP3 format and so forth. <IMAGE>
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