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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO0001732A2] A fusion protein for the alleviation of symptoms associated with an autoimmune disorder comprising an immunoglobulin or
portion thereof linked to one or more autoantigenic polypeptides or fragments thereof, wherein said immunoglobulin or portion thereof is capable
of binding to an Fc receptor and being endocytosed by an antigen-presenting cell, and said one or more autoantigenic polypeptides or fragments
thereof provides more than one T cell receptor peptide agonist for presentation on the surface of said antigen-presenting cell upon endocytic
processing. Said autoantigenic polypeptides may comprise at least a portion of myelin basic protein or at least a portion of proteolipid protein.
Method to alleviate symptoms associated with an autoimmune disorder in a patient in need thereof comprising the steps of providing a composition
comprising said fusion protein and administering a therapeutically effective amount of said composition to said patient. Autoimmune disorders may
include multiple sclerosis, lupus, rheumatoid arthritis, scleroderma, insulin-dependent diabetes and ulcerative colitis. Method for presenting multiple
T cell receptor agonists on the surface of a professional or nonprofessional antigen-presenting cell comprising the steps of providing said fusion
protein, contacting said fusion protein with at least one Fc receptor present on the surface of a professional or nonprofessional antigen-presenting
cell, whereby the fusion protein is internalized by the antigen-presenting cell, and endocytically processing the internalized fusion protein to provide
more than one T cell receptor peptide agonist, wherein the provided T cell receptor agonists are presented on the surface of the antigen-presenting
cell.
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