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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO0072642A1] The invention relates to an electronic ballast for at least one low-pressure discharge lamp. Said ballast contains an inverter,
which is connected to a source of direct voltage (U>BUS<), a load circuit, which is connected to said inverter and which contains the lamp (LA) and
a serial resonant circuit, and an evaluation circuit (M1), which reacts to different operating modes of the lamp (LA) and in the event of a defect or if
the lamp (LA) is removed, produces corresponding signals, which are used to switch off the inverter. A filament transformer is provided for heating
the filament (W1, W2). The primary winding (Tp) of said filament transformer is connected in series to a switch (S3) at the output of the inverter and
then to the direct voltage source (U>BUS<) whenever the inverter is switched off because of a heating filament defect or because the lamp (LA) has
been removed, the switch (S3) being clocked in this switching off phase.
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