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Abstract (en)
[origin: DE19839428A1] The invention relates to a method for producing a blank (10) for a gear rack provided for rack-and-pinion steering
assemblies of motor vehicles. The inventive method comprises the following steps: In a first step, a starting material (7) comprising an essentially
circular cross-section is inserted into a stamping device which contains at least three form tools (1, 2, 3) that can be moved with regard to one
another. In a second step, at least one force is exerted on at least one of the form tools (1, 2, 3) in at least one direction causing the form tools (1,
2, 3) to move with regard to one another so that the starting material (7) is reshaped into the blank (10) for the gear rack. The blank (10) is given
a shape which differs from that of a circular cylinder in at least the axial area of the gearing of the future gear rack. Using this method, a portion of
the material of said starting material is displaced, on one side, out of the middle in the future gearing area without effecting a high level of strain-
hardening in this area. This leads to a facilitation of subsequent manufacturing processes.
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