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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO0113524A1] A Viterbi decoder comprises branch metric generating means (22) for generating for each of a plurality of trellis branch
data received a respectively associated branch metric, add-compare-select means (26) for pathwise accumulating the generated branch metrics
to path metrics, and associating to each trellis state an optimum path and, by selecting amongst various optimum paths generating a set of
survivor paths, and survivor memory means (32) for receiving and transiently storing the set of survivor paths. The decoder system is arranged for
incremental updating of state pointers in a forward direction, which state pointers for each current actual state indicate with respect to an interval of
predetermined incrementing length up to at most a truncation length L, a preceding state to be reached through a traceback over an actual length of
the interval, which updating is effected by for an actual survivor word copying its associated state pointer bit into a plurality of state pointer register
means each associated to a respective current state pointer.
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