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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO0020899A2] A fiber optic switch (400) includes a fiber optic switching module (100) that receives and fixes ends (104) of optical fibers
(106). The module (100) includes numerous reflective light beam deflectors (172) which may be selected as pairs for coupling a beam of light (108)
between a pair of optical fibers (106). The module (100) also produces orientation signals from each deflector (172) which indicate its orientation. A
portcard (406) included in the switch (400) supplies drive signals to the module (100) for orienting at least one deflector (172). The portcard (406)
also receives the orientation signals produced by that deflector (172) together with coordinates that specify an orientation for the deflector (172).
The portcard (406) compares the received coordinates with the orientation signals received from the deflector (172) and adjusts the drive signals
supplied to the module (100) to reduce any difference between the received coordinates and the orientation signals. The switch (400) also employs
optical alignment to precisely orient pairs of deflectors (172) coupling a beam of light (108) between optical fibers (106).
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