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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO9961582A2] The present invention provides transgenic animals in which the normal biological function of one or more tumor suppressors
of the patched gene family (herein "ptc gene") have been functionally inactivated such that, while viable at birth and into adulthood, the animal can
be induced to form basal cell carcinomas at a significantly higher frequency relative to the wild-type animal, as for example, upon exposure to DNA
damaging agents such as non-ionizing (e.g., UV) or ionizing radiation. As described in the pending examples, the heterozygous ptc knockout mice
are viable at birth, but are susceptible to higher incidence of cancers when contacted with DNA damaging agents. A salient feature of these animals
is that the mice can be induced to form basal cell carcinomas which, histologically, are similar to BCC in humans.
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