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Abstract (en)
[origin: DE19860203A1] The invention relates to a payment method in public telecommunications systems by means of pre-paid chip cards,
especially in the form of memory chip cards or microprocessor chip cards. The card value is managed in a central background system and the
communication is entirely controlled by said background system. According to the invention, a chip, for example a telephone card, is personalised,
i.e. provided with a definite identification number of identification characteristic, by the card provider (I A). A value is assigned to the identification
characteristic. Said value, however, is not saved on the chip of the data carrier. The value is made available, together with the identification
characteristic, for a background system (I B) via a communications channel (III B). The identification characteristic and the value are saved in a data
bank in the communications channel. The identification characteristic is provided with the label "not cleared". Said label is cancelled by the data
bank just before the respective card is actually sold which makes the value ready for debiting in the background system. A customer (2) can use
such a chip card (II A) in a communications terminal (I C) which is designed therefor, whereby only the identification characteristic is read out from
the card in order to forward said identification characteristic to the background system (I B) and request a debit (III D). The background system (I
B) can release the original value that has been assigned in the personalisation process, allocate said value to the identification characteristic and
confirm the debit (III E). The communications link is directly created and controlled by the background system. A link can thus be cut after debiting of
the entire card value in the data bank of the background system (I B) using said background system (I B).
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