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Abstract (en)
[origin: US6590489B1] A circuit breaker for protecting electrical circuits, particularly in motor vehicles, includes a flat housing, which comprises
an insulating material and has two adjacent flat plugs. A bimetal that is embodied as a snap-action element and is fixed to a flat plug serves in
contacting the flat plugs together, with the contact end of the bimetal being located in an overlapping position with the counter-contact. During a
contact opening as stipulated by an overcurrent, a contact separator automatically travels into the space between the opened contacts, and can be
returned from its contact-separating position by the external exertion of a force acting counter to the spring pressure. A manual release device, which
diverts the contact end of the bimetal from its contacting position into its contact-opening position, protrudes from the breaker housing.
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