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Abstract (en)
[origin: US6364307B2] An apparatus for feeding sheet-like articles, such as newspapers, periodicals, and inserts therefor, from a vertical stack of the
articles. The stack is supported on a fixed rest 3, and a sucker arrangement 24 and a pushing away unit 38 are mounted on a load bearing structure
44 which is supported so as to float with the height of the stack. The sucker arrangement 24 includes a pair of suction heads 25 which are mounted
for movement between a lowered extended position and a raised retracted position, and the suction heads have suction openings 25a which are
permanently connected to a source of negative pressure. In operation, the suction heads 25 engage the uppermost one of the articles in the stack,
which closes the suction openings 25a and causes the suction heads and uppermost article to be lifted. The pushing away unit 38 then engages
and laterally moves the article away from the suction heads. The suction openings 25a are thereby opened and the heads are then biased to their
extended positions in engagement with the next article in the stack. The sequence is then repeated.
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