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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO0045631A1] A system (18) for handling animal cages (10) includes a low noise tipping funnel (16) into which waste bedding from the
cage is emptied for transporting to a dumpster (20). The tipping funnel includes a receiving funnel (110) which receives the waste bedding. An air
duct is positioned adjacent three sides of an upper opening (114) to the receiving funnel. A suction fan (76) draws airborne particles of the waste
bedding into the air duct through a housing (134) over the top of the air duct. The housing creates an air path which minimizes transfer of noise
generated in the suction process. The waste bedding is transferred from the receiving funnel into a vacuum line by a rotating valve (202) having a
plurality of vanes (211). As the valve rotates, two or more of the vanes separate the receiving funnel from the vacuum line, minimizing transfer of
noise from the vacuum line out through the upper opening of the receiving funnel.
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