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Abstract (en)
1. Apparatus for use in spinal surgery for preparing across a spinal disc and into adjacent vertebral bodies (V) an implantation space having
a longitudinal dimension along the longitudinal axis of the spine and for providing protected access to the implantation space, said apparatus
comprising: a spinal implant (50) having a dimension along the longitudinal axis of the spine greater than the longitudinal dimension of the
implantation space as formed and having opposed upper and lower surfaces adapted for placement in contact with the adjacent vertebral bodies
(V) when inserted in the implantation space; a rigid guard member (10) for guiding the preparation across the spinal disc and into the adjacent
vertebral bodies (V) of the implantation space and the insertion into the implantation space of said spinal implant, said guard member (10) having
a passage through which said spinal implant (50) passes into the implantation space in the spine, said guard member (10) having a distal end (29)
with opposed portions adapted for contact with the adjacent vertebral bodies (V), said opposed portions having a fixed height therebetween that is
greater than the height of the disc space; and an insertion device (100) for inserting said spinal implant (50) through said guard member (10), said
insertion device (100) having a portion (114) for engaging and disengaging said spinal implant (50), said portion being dimensioned for insertion
through said passage of said guard member (10). <IMAGE>
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