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Abstract (en)
[origin: GB2361571A] A method of effecting transactions includes the steps of establishing a database 20 of stored values for a plurality of cards
or the like, receiving requests for authorisation of transactions, each request including data identifying a card, comparing the transaction value with
the stored card value, decrementing the stored value by the transaction value if the stored value is sufficient, and indicating that the request has
been authorised. The card may be a prepaid smart card or credit card, and the identifying data may include a number, an alphanumeric string and a
coded checksum. Each card may also have an associated activation code, which may be printed on a separate member covered by an irreplaceable
mask.
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