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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO0051621A1] A method of determining the existence of a correlation between a function of a disease or condition and a gene or mRNA
encoding a target polypeptide suspected of being associated with a disease or condition, comprises obtaining oligonucleotides (oligos) consisting
of up to about 15 % adenosine (A), preferably having no adenosine content, and which is anti-sense to a target selected from the group consisting
of target genes and their corresponding mRNAs, genomic and mRNA flanking regions selected from the group consisting of 3' and 5' intron-exon
borders and the juxta-section between coding and non-coding regions, and all mRNA segments encoding polypeptides associated with a pre-
selected disease or condition; selecting amongst the oligos one that significantly inhibits or ablates expression of the polypeptide encoded by the
mRNA upon in vitro hybridization to the target mRNA; administering to a subject an amount of the selected oligo effective for in vivo hybridization
to the target mRNA; and assessing a subject=s function that is associated with the disease or condition before and after administration of the oligo;
wherein a change in the function=s value greater than about 70 % indicates a positive correlation, between about 40 and about 70 % a possible
correlation, and below about 30 % a lack of correlation. The present method preferably administers the oligos in situ where the target is located, e.g.
into the subject=s respiration when validating targets associated with malignant and other pulmonary and respiratory functions, so that the agent has
direct access to the lungs. Alternatively, such desAdenosine oligos may be delivered directly to the CNS or other organs, tissues and organ systems,
by means of known delivery formulations.
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