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Abstract (en)
[origin: US6648382B1] An outer door handle for vehicles has a stationary housing in the vehicle door. The handle has a handle arm and acts on a
lock arranged within the door. A pivotable latching member serves as a mass latching mechanism and makes the handle actuatable in a release
position. Because of its inertia in a crash situation, the latching member reaches an active support position and blocks the handle. The pivot bearing
for the latching member is located on the stationary housing. The movable handle arm has a shoulder. A counter shoulder is provided on the
latching member. The folding movement path of the shoulder on the handle arm is intersected by the pivot movement path of the counter shoulder.
In a crash situation the shoulder comes to rest against the counter shoulder. In the release position, the shoulder passes the counter shoulder upon
handle actuation.
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