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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO0076396A1] A method of operating an acquisition and monitoring device which uses contact means to detect and acquire signals is
disclosed. The device has a sleep mode, a wake mode and an operational mode, and the method includes the steps of providing an auxiliary
oscillator in said device to provide a periodic interrupt signal to wake the device from the sleep mode to the wake mode where power supplied to
the device is minimal, testing connection of contact means to said device after receipt of said periodic interrupt signal, initiating the sleep mode if
no connection of contact means is detected or initiating the operational mode if connection of contact means is detected. Preferably, the auxiliary
oscillator is a low power, low frequency oscillator and the interrupt signal turns on front end amplifiers of said device and has a period of about 2
seconds, while the test execution time is about 0.005 seconds.
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