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Abstract (en)
[origin: GB2355447A] A goods handling device includes a lifting head 24 having a multiplicity of discrete suction devices 42 preferably arranged in
a substantially flat array. Preferably, the lifting head 24 includes at least one hundred discrete suction devices 24. More preferably, the lifting head
24 includes at least five hundred discrete suction devices 24. Preferably, the suction device 24 includes a flexible bellows device 44 for engagement
with an article to be lifted. Preferably, the suction device 24 comprises a check valve 46. Preferably, the suction devices are connected to a common
suction chamber. The goods handling device preferably includes a plurality of goods receiving stations (26a, 26b, 26c, 26d, Fig. 2), the lifting head
24 being mounted for movement between positions directly above each of said stations. Preferably, each goods receiving station (26a, 26b, 26c,
26d, Fig. 2) is mounted on a lifting device (Fig. 2). Preferably, each goods receiving station (26a, 26b, 26c, 26d, Fig. 2) includes a conveyor (12a,
12b, 12c, 20, Fig. 2). Preferably, the lifting head 24 includes a sensing device 50 for sensing any offset in the position of a load lifted by the head
relative to lifting head 24 and may also include a control device (not shown) for adjusting the position of the lifting to compensate for any offset in the
position of the lifted load. Preferably, the goods handling device is used for pallet layer picking.
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