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Abstract (en)
When assembling scaffolding, operatives stand at ground level or on a previously assembled deck, to fit the transoms, ledgers and deck of the
next level, in order to fit a guard rail for the next level, they have to stand on the deck at that level and, without a guard rail, they are required by
Health and Safety procedures to wear a safety harness and to clip it to the scaffolding. The harness is uncomfortable to wear; It is expensive to buy
one for each operative, especially sing they require periodic replacement; and the procedure is time consuming and unpopular. A temporary guard
rail is disclosed, comprising a frame having an upper rail member supported by stanchions. The frame has clips by which it can be attached to a
permanent guard rail at one level and to the ledger of the next level up from said one level, to locate said rail member above the deck of the next
level up to act as a guard rail. Once the transoms, ledgers and deck have been fitted for the next level up, the temporary guard rail can be fitted from
the present level and before the operative ascends to the next level up, so that when s/he does ascend, the guard rail is already there and there is
no need to use a safety harness. At the next level up, the permanent guard rail can be fitted, the temporary guard rail can be demounted and used
for the (new) next level up. Once assembly is complete, the temporary guard rails can be used on the next job; they may be made robustly so as to
outlast safety harnesses and they are needed in numbers to suit the scaffolding being erected, not one per scaffolder.
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