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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP1277956A2] A head gasket (5) is disclosed for a reciprocating compressor (1) that comprises a cylinder head (3) and a main body (2)
containing a piston assembly (16) and piston valve means (22), the head gasket (5) being formed with fluid channel means (40,91), the arrangement
being such that, in use, the fluid channel means (40,91) substantially prevents the piston valve means (22) becoming stuck. In a first embodiment
of the invention the fluid channel means is a recess (40) formed by a cut-out (30) extending through the head gasket(5) and a portion of an inner
surface of the cylinder head (3). In a second embodiment of the present invention the fluid channel means is formed by a raised portion (91) that
extends in a direction away from a planar surface of the head gasket (5). <IMAGE>
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