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Abstract (en)
A piezoelectric/electrostrictive element(10) including a substantially trapezoidal laminate having narrower and wider surfaces lying substantially in
parallel to each other and first and second surfaces opposed to each other between the narrower and wider surfaces. The first and second surfaces
are inclined at given angles to one of the narrower and wider surfaces. The laminate includes piezoelectric/electrostrictive layers( 11A,11B,11C,11D)
and interposed internal electrodes(12A, 12B, 12C), the internal electrodes(12A,12B,12C) being broken up into a first and a second group, each
of the first group internal electrodes(12B) lying over one of the second group internal electrodes(12A, 12C) through one of the piezoelectric/
electrostrictive layers(11B,11C). A first external electrode(14) is formed on the first surface(f4) of the laminate and is coupled to the first group
internal electrode(12B). A second external electrode(15) is formed on the second surface(f3) of the laminate and is coupled to the second group
internal electrodes(12A, 12C). <IMAGE>
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