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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO0186381A2] A system for distributing electronic coupons over a communications network according to the invention includes an e-tail
server system having a computer processor and associated memory and including items for sale, a promotional server system having a computer
processor and associated memory, the promotional server system including a database of promotional data that define electronic coupons and
a client system having a computer processor and associated memory, the client system being selectively coupleable to the e-tail server system
over the communications network. The client system establishes a primary connection to the e-tail server system to conduct a primary purchase
transaction in which the client system purchases an item from the e-tail server system. The e-tail server system is adapted for transmitting a cookie
to the client system, the cookie including information about the item purchased in the primary purchase transaction. The client system establishes
a subsequent connection to the e-tail server system over the network. During the subsequent connection, the e-tail server system reads the cookie
from the client system and transmits the cookie information to the promotional server system and the promotional server system transmits an
electronic coupon to the client system, the electronic coupon being redeemable for an item that is related to the purchased item.
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