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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO0189791A1] A two-step blow molding machine (10) having flexible cavitation which includes a plurality of stations, a preform loading
station (12), a thermal conditioning station (14) where preforms are heated and thermally conditioned prior to blow molding, a blow molding station
(16) having a plurality of molds, the number of which defines the cavitation of the blow molding station, and an article unloader station (18). The
machine includes a plurality of carriers (22) adapted to receive the preforms thereon at said preform loading station. The carriers are transported
about the machine in an unrestrained manner where spacing of the carriers does not correspond with cavitation of the machine. First and second
conveyors and associated drives convey the carriers at different rates. The first and second conveyors and their associated drivers are independently
controllable from one another such that the first and second rates are independently variable which allows changeable cavitation.
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