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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO0204330A1] The invention relates to retaining elements (1), which are equipped for the suspended transport of individual objects (2)
that can be displaced independently of one another in at least a limited manner along a section of rail (5) and that maintain a uniform minimum
distance between one another, when being pushed along. During transport, the retaining elements accumulate at an accumulation point by means
of an accumulation element (16), in such a way that a reserve store (12) is formed upstream of the accumulation point and said elements are
then released from the reserve store (12) in a controlled manner. The retaining elements (1) are not released and transported away from the
reserve store (12) individually, but in groups (15) of retaining elements. In said groups, (15) the retaining elements (1) advantageously maintain the
aforementioned minimum distance between one another. An additional accumulation element (16), which acts at an additional accumulation point
upstream of the first accumulation point, is used to form in advance the groups (12) that are to be released in the reserve store (12). In said manner,
the formation of groups is integrated into the accumulation operation in the form of a concentration of the process and the stream of groups that is
transported away from the accumulated store (12) can be fed, without further modification, to a unit (4), in which groups of objects suspended by
retaining elements (1) are processed, for example, stacked and packaged in batches.
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