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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO0215227A1] A substantially U-shaped gas discharge lamp (1), containing mercury for the gas discharge, is connected to a high-
frequency driver circuit (6). To ensure that the gas discharge lamp (1) operates with the minimum loss and the maximum light yield possible,
the respective output terminals (4, 5) of the high-frequency driver circuit (6) are not electrically grounded and the central section (11) of the gas
discharge lamp (1) is capacitively coupled to an electric ground (M). This ensures a substantial reduction of the lamp current in the central section
(11), thus lowering the thermal production of the gas discharge lamp (1) in said section, the latter becoming as a result the coldest place in the
gas discharge chamber and the place for the condensation of the mercury. The mercury vapour pressure can thus be regulated and the light yield
optimized.
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