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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO0208685A2] Range estimates are made using a passive technique. Light is focussed and then split into multiple beams. These beams
are projected onto multiple image sensors, each of which is located at a different optical path length from the focussing system. By measuring the
degree to which point objects are blurred on at least two of the image sensors, information is obtained that permits the calculation of the ranges of
objects within the field of view of the camera. A unique beamsplitting system permits multiple, substantially identical images to be projected onto
multiple image sensors using minimal overall physical distances, thus minimizing the size and weight of the camera. This invention permits ranges to
be calculated continuously and in real time, and is suitable for measuring the ranges of objects in both static and nonstatic situations.
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