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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP1338856A2] Nitrogen and/or oxygen are produced by cryogenic distillation of air in an air separation unit comprising at least a medium
pressure column (24) and a low pressure column (23) in which air (7,9) is sent to at least the medium pressure column, an oxygen enriched liquid
(11) and a nitrogen enriched liquid (12) are removed from the medium pressure column, at least part of the nitrogen enriched liquid (12) is expanded
to produce a two phase nitrogen enriched fluid (15), at least part of the expanded nitrogen enriched fluid containing at least 3,5 % gas, preferably at
least 4 % gas is sent into the low pressure column and oxygen rich fluid (16) and nitrogen rich fluid (20) are removed from the low pressure column.
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