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Abstract (en)

Disclosed is a method and device for handling Ethernet frame signals in a SDH/SONET network, the SDH/SONET network comprising network
elements or nodes and fiber connections connecting the network elements, the method being characterized by the step of defining a new layer/
network over the SDH/SONET network in order to manage the Ethernet signals over the SDH/SONET network, the new layer/network using the
resources of SDH/SONET network in such a way as to optimize the provided services and the performances with reference to this specific type of
transport. The step of defining a new layer/network comprises the steps of: defining at least two Ethernet Access Points, namely Ethernet interfaces
at the SDH/SONET network boundary where the Ethernet signals can access/leave the SDH/SONET network; defining a Link as a pair of Ethernet
Access Points providing a point-to-point connection; for any pair of Ethernet Access Points, defining corresponding Circuits, namely all the possible
routes connecting the pair of Access Points through the SDH/SONET network; and dividing each Circuit into Pipes, namely a sequence of smaller
segments. <IMAGE>
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