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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO02089526A2] Heating of the functional unit is started manually or automatically by means of a control device. An actual temperature
or a parameter dependent on the actual temperature is monitored during, and optionally before and after the actual heating of the functional unit.
Depending on the environmental conditions, such as air temperature or heat transfer resistance etc, the dynamics of the values, thus the time-
dependence of the parameters can vary widely. A characteristic feature of the time course of the actual temperature or of the parameters dependent
on the heating temperature, which determines the phase transition of water, serves for the evaluation and control of the heating. One characteristic
feature is, for example, the speed of cooling of the functional unit during a heating pause. Analysis of the characteristic features is used to control
the heating power of the heating elements. Threshold values and further factors such as proportionality factors for the controller, for example, are
determined depending upon significant characteristics. The threshold values and factors are also particularly used for a subsequent starting of the
heating, for example, after 24 hours, using the corresponding analysis and control.
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