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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO02083989A1] A method of electrolytically reducing a metal oxide (such as aluminium and magnesium oxides) to produce a metal in
an electrolytic cell is disclosed. The method includes electrolytically reducing the metal oxide in an electrolytic cell that includes a pool of molten
metal, the metal being the metal of the metal oxide to be reduced, and the molten metal pool forming a cathode of the cell. The electrolytic cell also
includes a pool of molten electrolyte in contact with the molten metal, the electrolyte containing alkali and/or alkaline earth halides. The electrolytic
cell also includes an anode extending into the electrolyte and a body of metal oxide to reduced in contact with the molten metal and the electrolyte.
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