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Abstract (en)
[origin: US6367130B1] In a circular needling machine for needling an annular preform and comprising both a vertically movable needling table
serving as a horizontal support for said annular preform, and a needling head having a determined number of barbed needles disposed over the
needling table in a needling zone and driven with vertical reciprocating motion, provision is made for the annular preform to be placed directly on the
needling table and for it to be driven in rotation on the needling table by drive means while the needling table remains rotationally stationary during
said rotation. The drive means comprise a set of conical friction rollers kept continuously in contact with the annular preform.
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