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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO03033274A1] A security element (2) in the form of a layer composite may be used for the certification of a document (1). The layer
composite comprises at least one transparent protective layer, a transparent paint layer and an adhesive layer, whereby the paint layer is arranged
between the protective layer and the adhesive layer. A boundary surface embodied as a reflection layer separates the adhesive layer and the paint
layer. The boundary surface is divided into regions of a pattern (25) with planar partial surfaces and relief structures moulded into the paint layer.
The planar partial surfaces form background surfaces (3) and are mirror surfaces for light incident in the layer composite, whilst the regions with
relief structures form pattern elements (4) with a given optically effective structural depth. The relief structures of the pattern elements (4) absorb
the incident light. The dark pattern elements (4) form a strong contrast in the reflected light from the mirror background surfaces (3) and the pattern
is clearly visible. The contrast between the background surfaces (3) and the pattern elements (4) disappears in directions other than that of the
reflected light, such that a copier device reproduces the background surfaces (3) and the pattern elements (4) as black surfaces.
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