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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO03053553A1] A method for stretching a hollow fibre while making a stretched filtering membrane from a precursor involves wrapping the
hollow fibre around a structure and modifying the structure such that at least portions of the hollow fibre are forced to elongated. For example, the
hollow fibre may be wrapped around two or more supports and the distance between adjacent supports increased. This produces first portions of the
hollow fibre stretched to a first elongation and porous to a first porosity and second portions of the hollow fibre that are not stretched or are stretched
to a second elongation less than the first elongation and that remain non-porous or become porous to a second porosity which is less than the
first porosity. The membrane may be made into a module with second portions of the membranes located at points where the membranes exit the
potting material or at turns in loops of the fibres, if any. In various embodiments, the fibre is potted into modules before or after it is stretched. Some
methods of potting involve applying a hot melt adhesive to the second portions. Some embodiments are made entirely of thermoplastic material and
can be easily recycled.
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