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Abstract (en)
[origin: US2003151138A1] A circuit arrangement includes a programmable memory element mounted on a circuit board, with programming contacts
of the memory element connected to conductor paths of the circuit board. Data and/or programming codes stored in the memory element determine
the functions of the circuit arrangement. To prevent unauthorized reprogramming of the memory element, at least one programming contact of the
memory element and each conductor path connected thereto are covered or enclosed, so it is impossible to electrically contact this programming
contact or the associated conductor paths without destroying the circuit arrangement. The circuit board is adhesively bonded to a board carrier, with
the memory element and conductor paths sandwiched or encased therebetween. The circuit arrangement may be an engine controller for a motor
vehicle, with security against unauthorized reprogramming for altering the performance of the engine.
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