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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO03094444A1] The aim of the invention is to carry out an examination of the connectivity of MPLS-links in MPLS-networks. Specially
formed MPLS-OAM-packets (OAM-ECHO-packets) are introduced into the traffic flow of user data packets and are supplied to other communication
devices along the link. Each respective OAM-ECHO packet is copied, intermediately stored and re-routed in said communication device. The copied
and intermediately stored packet is then retransmitted in the reverse direction, in the direction of the source where all in-coming copies are registered
until the OAM-ECHO-packet is either extracted in the OAM-sink or if a pre-determined time span has been exceeded. Using the received and/or non-
received copied of said packets, it is possible to determine if the connectivity of the connections (LSP) is guaranteed.
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