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Abstract (en)
[origin: US2003224314A1] A dental appliance and a method for correcting the arch shape and/or size of a patient by utilizing existing tooth shapes
and sizes are provided. A method for correcting the position of the arch and/or teeth of a person is also provided either by a computer program
or manually. Also provided is a method for correcting the position of teeth in the mouth, erupting teeth and/or teeth expected to erupt by utilizing
existing tooth shapes and sizes and/or group standards. The dental appliance may be formed manually from altered models of the patient or may
be formed from models made by stereolithography from a computer image. Further, the dental appliance may be made directly from laser-scanned
models by stereolithography. Further, the dental appliances may have teeth sockets which may accept either a single tooth or multiple teeth. The
teeth sockets may be formed to match the corresponding tooth of the patient identically or may be formed to correct the position of the tooth into the
proper location. The teeth sockets may be sized based on predictions of the size and/or shape of the teeth which have not erupted. In addition, a
series of appliances may be used to correct and/or guide the teeth of a patient into the proper location over a prolonged period of time. The dental
appliance may correct, for example, rotations, spacing, crowding, overjet and/or overbite.
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