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Abstract (en)
[origin: US2004232055A1] The method of detecting overlapping postal items in a postal sorting installation (1) consists in detecting variation in the
length of each item by causing each item to go past a plurality of proximity detectors (4, 5, 6, 7). The proximity detectors are situated at different
points of the sorting installation (1) and they are configured to evaluate the length of each item. As they pass through the sorting installation,
overlapping items shift progressively relative to one another due, in particular, to friction. Thus, the total length of a set of overlapping items tends to
vary, such that evaluating variation in the length of each potential item serves to provide information that is reliable for detecting overlaps. Since it is
relatively easy to evaluate the length of an item, the performance of the installation is improved at low cost.
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