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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO2004031131A1] The present disclosure relates to an improved synthesis of the commercially important syntheton ECHB starting from the
readily available 3-hydroxy-gamma-butyrolactone. The reaction employs a single pot procedure without isolation or purification of the intermediates.
It has the advantage over procedures previously employed in the art of using reagents and conditions which minimize undesired side reactions and
which can be readily employed at commercial scale. The product is produced in high yield and is readily purified to provide an excellent intermediate
for further synthesis of commercially important products such as L-carnitine and the pharmaceutically important active substances used in HMG-coA
reductase inhibitor products such as Lipitorè.
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