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Abstract (en)
The present invention provides a system for introducing heat and moisture into an oven cavity in accord with a method that is initiated when the oven
user selects an oven cleaning cycle. Initially, the temperature of the oven cavity is sensed to determine if the oven is below a predetermined start
temperature TEMPstart. Upon confirmation that the oven is below the predetermined start temperature TEMPstart, heat and moisture are introduced
into the oven cavity until the oven cavity reaches a predetermined maximum temperature TEMPmax, at which temperature the oven cavity walls are
less than 100 Celsius and the relative humidity within the oven cavity approaches 100%. Heat and moisture can be introduced by energizing heating
elements and evaporating water that has been added into the oven cavity or alternatively, by use of a steam generator or through a combination
of the two. The oven cavity is subsequently maintained at the predetermined maximum temperature TEMPmax for a predetermined period of time
Tmaintain. Following the predetermined period of time Tmaintain, the oven cavity is allowed to cool to a predetermined, safe clean temperature
TEMPclean whereupon a signal is provided to alert the user that the cleaning cycle is complete. The invention may be practiced by use of a flame
and heat resistant sponge, which prior to the start of the oven cleaning cycle, the user places within the oven cavity and pours or adds water to the
sponge. Further, the oven cavity may include a vent opening which is partially obstructed to reduce the cross sectional area of the vent opening
during the oven cleaning cycle. <IMAGE>
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