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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP1568600A1] The top end of a cable (or chain) (12) is wound using a winch (12 1) on a floating support or boat (20a, 20b). The other end
is connected to a suspension attachment (10, 36) on the structure (1, 32) or a flotation device (19) connected to the structure. The e.g. cable (12) is
sufficiently long to allow winding up or down, such that the lower section (13) hangs below the attachment point (10, 36). The two or more cables are
preferably arranged symmetrically about the structure periphery. Weighting blocks strung low down along the cable, are preferably metal and swaged
onto it. When the cable is curved, the blocks come into contact, limiting its curvature. The minimum radius of curvature (Ro) at the low end (13),
maintains a minimum distance, preventing contact between cable and structure during descent or ascent. The weights are cylindrical, with conical
ends. A comparable variant of this design relies on a chain capable of adopting only limited curvature. Flotation devices (19) are located above the
structure. Further floats (4, 33) are integrated high in the structure, above the attachments, keeping the center of gravity below the center of pressure
exerted upon it and the first floats. An independent claim is included for the corresponding method.
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