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Abstract (en)
A passive optical sensor includes a light detector sensitive to ambient (room) light for controlling, for example, the operation of automatic faucets
(10, 10A, 10B, 10C) or automatic bathroom flushers (100, 100A). The passive optical sensors provide signals to flow controllers, including control
electronics (400) and flow valves (38, 140) and require only very small amounts of electrical power for sensing users of bathroom facilities, and thus
enable battery operation for many years. To control the operation of automatic faucets or automatic bathroom flushers based on ambient light, the
controller executes novel algorithms (600, 900).
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