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Abstract (en)
[origin: US2006289670A1] A valve has a piezoelectric actuator with a valve element, a valve body and a valve seat. In order to control the valve, the
valve element is moved into the valve seat from a position remote from the valve seat by means of a charging process at a prescribable first time.
A first value is determined being characteristic of the electrical power supplied to the piezoelectric actuator when the valve element meets the valve
seat. A second value is determined being characteristic of the electrical power supplied to the piezoelectric actuator when the charging process of
the piezoelectric actuator is concluded. An actual difference value between the second value and the first value is determined. A difference between
a setpoint difference value and the actual difference value is supplied to a controller. An actuating signal for charging the piezoelectric actuator is
determined as a function of the actuating variable.
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