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Abstract (en)

[origin: WO2006020899A2] The present invention provides genes and their expression patterns, wherein the expression patterns are associated

with autoimmune diseases, particularly with systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) and Wegener's granulomatosus, ANCA+ vasculitis (WG). The
invention provides a group of 1645 genes and a number of sub-groups of the 1645 genes the expression patterns of which are useful in methods

of identifying autoimmune diseases, differential diagnosis of autoimmune disease, particularly SLE, and classification of diseases, such as SLE

and WG into disease sub-groups that are related to the disease activity. The invention also provides methods for differentiating SLE from other
autoimmune diseases. The invention further provides a method for predicting SLE flare-ups by analyzing the expression pattern of a group of genes.
The invention provides a fast, accurate, and inexpensive method of continuously monitoring SLE patients throughout their lives for prediction of flare-
ups. The invention also provides a fast, accurate and inexpensive way to detect medication induced lupus.
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