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Abstract (en)
An apparatus(10) for printing and applying a patch (15) which has a face with adhesive, to an article (18), the apparatus (10) including a printing
module (12) and a patch applying module(14; 14a, 14b), the printing module (12) including a transport mechanism (22) for transporting the patch
(15) when removeably adhered to a backing (16), through a printing station (23) where a print head (24) is provided for effecting printing on the
patch (15), and the printing module (12) including a patch removing mechanism (48, 49) for removing the patch (15) from the backing (16) after
printing and for feeding the patch (15) through a printing module opening (17 a, 17 b ), to the patch applying module (14; 14a, 14b) which is
located at or adjacent to a face (40, 41) of the printing module (12), for applying to the article (18), and characterised in that the printing module
(12) has first and second faces (40, 41) each with an opening (17 a, 17 b ) through which the printed patch (15) may be fed by the patch removing
mechanism (48, 49), and the patch applying module (14) is locatable at at least either of the first face (40) or the second face (41) of the printing
module (12) depending upon the relative position of the article (18) to which the patch (15) is to be applied.
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