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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO2006071686A2] A system and method for reducing soft-writing in a multilevel flash memory during read or verify includes a memory cell.
A first and second reference cells are coupled to the memory cell and are configured to receive a first and a second voltage. A current comparison
circuit is coupled to the first and second reference cells and to the memory cell and is configured to compare current flow through the memory cell
with current flow through the first and second reference cells, and to determine whether the memory cell holds a first range of values while the first
reference cell receives the first voltage, and if the memory cell does not hold the first range of values, to determine whether the memory cell holds a
second range of values while the second reference cell receives the second voltage, thereby reducing soft-writing during the read operation.
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