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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP1839871A1] PROBLEM: To reduce the delay due to bubbles formed inside the ink tank until the remaining quantity of ink can be
accurately detected. MEANS FOR SOLVING: A diffusion surface (474) on which small irregularities are formed so as to generate a capillary force
is provided on a portion of the surface of a sensor arm which is provided inside the ink tank where ink is stored and which moves along a set
displacement path as the ink stored inside the ink tank decreases. The diffusion surface (474) consists of a base surface (474a) and a plurality of
projecting parts (474b) projecting from the base surface. The base surface and projecting parts are connected at an angle so as to form corner parts
(474c). Furthermore, the capillary force generating areas formed between adjacent projecting parts are linked to other capillary force generating
areas.
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