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Abstract (en)
An adaptive defrost control system of the present invention monitors an amount of current flowing through the defrost heater (14) to calculate the
instantaneous power and total energy delivered thereby. The circuit utilizes a thermistor (22) to monitor the temperature rise of the electrical trace
(30) supplying current to the defrost heater (14) to allow the controller (12) to calculate the amount of current flowing therein. A second thermistor
(24) may be used to compensate for a change in ambient temperature that might otherwise be attributed to a change in current flow through the
power trace (30). A physical modification (26) to the power trace (30) to enhance the temperature rise characteristic at the point of placement of the
thermistor (22) enhances the accuracy of the calculation. A secondary current flow path (28) around the branch of thermistor (22) placement is also
provided so as to not reduce the total current carrying capacity of the power trace (30).
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