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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP1844693A1] The device comprises: a first tank (24) for containing substances with water-softening properties, having at least one inlet
opening (26) for water to be softened and an outlet opening (28) for softened water; a second salt-containing tank (30), having a water inlet opening
(32) and an outlet opening (34) for a regenerating brine; a line (36) connecting the second tank (30) to the first tank (24) so that the brine formed in
the second tank (30) can flow out towards the first tank (24); and a water supply line (10) having a first branch-off point (18) into a first branch (20)
supplying the first tank (24) and into a second branch (22) which leads to the inlet opening (32) of the second tank (30). A valve (38) is situated
at the branch-off point (18) or a converging point (40) of the first branch (20) and the connection line (36). The valve (38) is able to assume a first
operating configuration where it prevents the outflow from the supply line (18) towards the first tank (24) via the second tank (30), while it allows the
flow along the first branch (20) towards the first tank (24), so that all the water supplied to the branch-off point (18) is diverted directly into the first
tank (24), and a second operating configuration where it allows both the outflow from the supply line (10) towards the first tank (24) via the second
tank (30) and the flow along the first branch (20) towards the first tank (24), so that the water supplied is diverted into the first tank (24) partly directly
and partly via the second tank (30).
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