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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO2006097362A1] The invention relates to a wetting process for the laundry (7) inside a program-controlled washing machine that can be
adjusted to the amount of laundry in a washing drum (2), which is mounted inside a washing machine tub (1) in a manner that enables it to rotate
about a non-vertical axis (3), by means of a water supply system (8 to 11) and of a control device (12), via which the supply of water into the washing
machine tub (1) can be controlled in a temporal manner. In addition, the wetting process starts in a first phase (Ph1) with a supply of a first metered
amount of water into the washing machine tub (1) when the washing drum (2) is stationary or continuously rotating. The aim of the invention is to
provide a wetting process of the aforementioned type that is optimized with regard to completeness, uniformity, and reproducibility. To this end, the
washing drum (2) rotates in the first phase (PM) at least in a continual manner with the supply of water until an at least approximate agreement
between the set and actual quantity of water inside the washing machine tub (1) occurs based on the measurement signals of a water level sensor
(15), and it rotates in a second phase (Ph2) at least in an essentially continual manner. Water is additionally supplied until the level in the washing
machine tub (1) has reached a certain water level during filling and subsequent absorption based on the signal progression of the water level sensor
(15) identified in the first phase (Ph1) with regard to the maximum height and rate of change of the water level (N) and with regard to falling back
due to subsequent absorption of water by the laundry (7), or based on a signal progression of the water level sensor (15) identified by an expert
system within the second phase (Ph2). This enables the wetting process with the number and formation of individual phases to be adjusted to the
amount and the specific absorbency of the laundry (7) to be washed.
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