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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO2007027564A2] Provided is a process for preparing gemcitabine or a salt thereof, which preferably includes removing at least a
substantial portion of the a anomer of a N-1-protected-2'-deoxy-2',2'-difluoro-cytidine-3',5'-diester from an anomeric mixture thereof; removing the
3'-ester, the 5'-ester and the N-protecting group; and optionally forming a salt. The 3'-ester and 5'-ester can be the same or different and at least
one of the esters preferably is cinnamoyl, benzoyl, 1-naphthoyl, 1-naphthylmethylcarbonyl, 2-methylbenzylcarbonyl, 4-methylbenzylcarbonyl or 9-
fluorenylmethyloxycarbonyl ester. Also provided are novel intermediates, including but not limited to 2-deoxy-2,2-difluoro-D-erythro-pentofuranos-1-
ulose-3,5-diesters, and methods of producing such intermediates.
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