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Abstract (en)
[origin: US2007173324A1] Groups are formed, in a computer-based (e.g., on-line) gaming environment, based on social relationships between
players. The group is assigned an identity. The identity of the group is maintained within a single game title, across multiple sessions of a game title,
and across multiple game titles. The group can interact within the gaming environment much like an individual user can interact. Group interaction
provides a mechanism for social and cooperative game play. Groups can play games with other groups. Group members can play games with each
other. Group statistics and achievements can be accumulated and aggregated. Group profiles provide information about the group, such as a list of
the members of the group. Via group profiles, a member of a group can see information about other members of the group, such as other groups to
which they belong. Group members can send and receive intra-group messages.
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